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that tlie modern popular government of our day is
of purely English origin.    When it came into exist-
ence,   there  were   Republics  in  Europe,   but  they
exercised no  moral   and   little  political   influence.
Although in point of fact they were most of them
strict oligarchies, they were regarded as  somewhat
plebeian governments, over which monarchies took
rightful precedence.    " The  Republics in Europe,"
writes Hume in 1742, " are at present noted for want
of politeness.    The good manners of a Swiss civilised
in Holland is an expression for rusticity among the
French.    The English in some degree fall under the
same  censure, notwithstanding  their learning  and
genius.    And if the Venetians be an exception, they
owe it perhaps to their communication with other
Italians."   If a man then called himself a Republican,
he was thinking of the Athenian or Roman Republic,
one for a while in a certain sense a democracy, the
other from first to last an aristocracy, but both ruling
a dependent empire with the utmost severity.    In
reality, the new principle of government was solely
established in England, which Hume always classes
with Republics rather than with Monarchies.    After
tremendous civil struggles, the doctrine that govern-
ments serve the community was, in spirit if not in.
words, affirmed in  1C89.    But it was long before
this doctrine  was  either  fully carried  out  by the
nation or fully accepted by its rulers.    William III*